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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant 

questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the 

standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in 

this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’ 

responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.  

As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts.  Alternative 

answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for.  If, after the 

standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are 

required to refer these to the Lead Examiner. 

 

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 

expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 

schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 

assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination 

paper. 

 

 

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from oxfordaqaexams.org.uk 

 

 
  

 
 
Copyright information 
 
OxfordAQA retains the copyright on all its publications.  However, registered schools/colleges for OxfordAQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for 
their own internal use, with the following important exception:  OxfordAQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is 
acknowledged to a third party even for internal use within the centre. 
 
Copyright © 2026 OxfordAQA International Examinations and its licensors.  All rights reserved. 
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Level of response marking instructions 

Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The 

descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There are marks in each level. 

 
Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer read through the answer and annotate it (as 

instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme. 

 

Step 1 Determine a level 

Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer 

meets the descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that 

might be seen in the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next 

one and decide if it meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor 

and the answer. With practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to 

quickly skip through the lower levels of the mark scheme. 

 
When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick 

holes in small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as 

the rest. If the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use 

a best fit approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide 

the mark within the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4 

material it would be placed in level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the 

level 4 content. 

 

Step 2 Determine a mark 

Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark. The descriptors on how to allocate 

marks can help with this. The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help. There will be 

an answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme. 

This answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner. You can compare the student’s 

answer with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example. 

You can then use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner’s mark on the 

example. 

 
You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and 

assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate. 

 
Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners. It is not intended to be 

exhaustive and you must credit other valid points. Students do not have to cover all of the points 

mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme. 

 
An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks. 
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Section A 

Life in Germany, 1919-1949 

Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

1.1 

 

Identify three features of ‘denazification’. 
 
Award one mark for each relevant feature identified, up to a maximum of three 
marks. 
 
Indicative content:  
 

• Aimed to remove Nazi party members from German society and politics.  
• Denazification was also motivated by the desire to remove the influence of 

Nazi ideology. 
• It led to the closure of Nazi organisations. 
• It also led to trials of Nazi officials for war crimes. 
• The details of denazification were largely decided at the Potsdam 

conference. 
• The Soviet Union was seen as most responsible for the implementation of 

the policy. 
 
Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
 

 
 

3 
 

AO1 = 3 
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Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

1.2 

 
Explain one way in which the lives of women in Nazi Germany changed.   
 
Level Marks Description 
3 5-6 Demonstrates a developed explanation of 

change. This is directly linked to the issue in the 
question. 
 
Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge 
and understanding to support the explanation. 
 

2 3-4 Demonstrates a simple explanation of change. 
This may be descriptive or implictly linked to the 
issue in the question.  
 
Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support the explanation. 
 

1 1-2 Demonstrates a basic explanation of change. This 
may be general in nature or asserted. 
 
Identifies some basic contextual knowledge and 
understanding that is relevant to the issue in the 
question. 
 

 0 No relevant content. 
 

 
Indicative content:  
 

• Nazi policies stressed the role of women as housewives and mothers. 
This was linked to the cultural ideal of KKK (Kinder, Küche, Kirche) and 
family life. 

• Emphasis on traditional roles rather than liberal values associated with 
Weimar Germany. 

• As a result of Nazi policies of the 1930s, women were removed from 
professional occupations and the world of work. 

• Aimed to promote new generations of Nazi followers and to guarantee 
Germany’s military strength. 

• Policies towards women changed after the start of the Second World 
War due to demand for a larger labour force and the need for industrial 
production/ war materials. 

 
Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
 

 
 

6 
 

AO1 = 3 
AO2 = 3 
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Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

1.3 

Why did the Nazi Party become increasingly popular in Germany between 
1929-1933? 
 
Explain two reasons. 
 
Level Marks Description 
3 7-9 

 
Demonstrates a developed response relating to causes/ 
consequences. Explains two reasons, which are directly 
linked to the issue in the question. 
 
Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanations. 
 

2 4-6 
 
 

 

Demonstrates a simple response relating to cause(s)/ 
consequence(s). Explains one or more reasons, which 
may be descriptive or implictly linked to the issue in the 
question.  
 
Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanations. 
 
Note: award Level 2 if response shows a combination 
of developed and simple explanations OR a single 
developed explanation only. 
 

1 1-3 
 

  

Demonstrates a basic response relating to cause(s)/ 
consequence(s). Explains one or more reasons, which 
may be general in nature or asserted 
 
Identifies some basic contextual knowledge and 
understanding that is relevant to the issue in the 
question. 
 

 0 No relevant content. 
 

 
Indicative content:  
 

• The impact of the depression on German people - increased 
unemployment and poverty – made the party more appealing to voters 
who were unhappy with the more moderate parties. 

• Hitler’s speaking skills and Goebbels’ use of propaganda were also 
important factors in their popularity. 

• The failure of Weimar governments between 1929-33 to solve the 
problems caused by the depression made them unpopular. 

• The Nazis used violence towards the opposition to silence their 
opponents. 

• Responses could also focus on support for Nazi ideas and policies, and 
the impact of finance from industrialists to explain Nazi popularity.  
 

Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
 
 

 
 

9 
 

AO1 = 5 
AO2 = 4 
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Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

1.4 

‘The main problem facing people in Weimar Germany in the years 1919-

1923 was hyperinflation’. 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

 

Explain your answer with reference to hyperinflation and at least one 

other problem. 
 

Level Marks Description 

4 10-12 Demonstrates complex analysis of causes/ 
consequences. Explains the stated reason and at 
least one other reason, which are directly related to 
the issue in the question. 
 
Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge 
and understanding to support explanations in a 
substantiated line of reasoning. 
 
Evaluates the relative importance of the stated factor 
and other factor(s), leading to a reasoned 
judgement. 
 
Extends Level 3. 
 

3 
 

7-9 Demonstrates developed analysis of 
causes/consequences. Explains the stated reason 
and at least one other reason. These may be related 
to the issue in the question. 
 
Uses relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanations in a line of 
reasoning. 
 
Evaluation and judgement may show some simple 
reasoning. 
 
Note: award level 3 if response shows a combination 
of developed and simple explanations 
 

2 4-6 Demonstrates simple analysis causes/ 
consequences. Explains the stated reason and/or 
other reason(s). These may be descriptive or 
implicitly linked to the issue in the question.  
 
Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanation(s) in a simple 
line of reasoning. 
 
Evaluation and judgement may be asserted. 
 
Note: award level 2 if response shows a single 
developed explanation only 

 
 

12 
 

AO1 = 4 
AO2 = 8 
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1 1-3 Demonstrates basic analysis of cause/ 
consequence. 
Explains the stated reason and/or other reason(s) in 
a general or asserted way. 
 
Identifies some basic contextual knowledge that is 
relevant to the issue in the question, showing basic 
explanation(s) and reasoning 
 

 0 No relevant content. 

 
Indicative content:  
 

• Hyperinflation led to a decrease in the value of money and caused a 
dramatic increase in prices, leading to severe financial problems for the 
people of Germany.  

• Hyperinflation led to a loss of income and savings for the middle classes, 
workers and those on pensions. 

• Another problem facing people in Germany in this period was the 
occupation of the Ruhr by France and Belgium, leading to strikes and 
unrest. 

• The Treaty of Versailles was a problem. It was hated throughout 
Germany as it was seen as humiliation and offended national pride 

• There was widespread political violence in this period: Spartacists, Kapp, 
Freikorps, National Socialists. 

• There were other economic problems in the period of 1919-23, including 
poverty, reparations, unemployment and taxation. 

• The Weimar Republic was blamed by many for Germany’s problems. 
• Evaluation and judgement may consider the relative impact of different 

factors, eg hyperinflation, political and social threats, the effects of the 
Treaty of Versailles. 

 
Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
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Life in Russia and the USSR, 1914-1953 

Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

2.1 

 

Identify three features of ‘High Stalinism’. 
 
Award one mark for each relevant feature identified, up to a maximum of three 
marks. 
 
Indicative content:  
 

• High Stalinism was an extreme form of Stalin’s totalitarian rule 
• It traced from the 1930s but reached its peak after the Second World War 
• It entailed a Cult of Personality and ‘hero’ worship of Stalin, which was 

most extreme after 1945 
• Stalin’s paranoia led to further purges and Terror 
• High Stalinism encouraged class conflict and social control  
• Command economy further developed 

 

 
Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
 
 

 
 

3 
 

AO1 = 3 
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Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

2.2 

 
Explain one way in which the lives of women were affected by Stalin’s 
modernisation of the USSR.  
 
Level Marks Description 
3 5-6 Demonstrates a developed explanation of 

change. This is directly linked to the issue in the 
question. 
 
Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge 
and understanding to support the explanation. 
 

2 3-4 Demonstrates a simple explanation of change. 
This may be descriptive or implictly linked to the 
issue in the question.  
 
Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support the explanation. 
 

1 1-2 Demonstrates a basic explanation of change. This 
may be general in nature or asserted. 
 
Identifies some basic contextual knowledge and 
understanding that is relevant to the issue in the 
question. 
 

 0 No relevant content. 
 

 
Indicative content:  
 

• There was a change in focus to traditional family values 

• At the same time, Stalin’s modernisation of Russia required large scale 
employment of women in industry, though wages and living conditions 
were poor. 

• Propaganda set expectations for women to become mothers of large 
families while also continuing employment. 

• Divorce became more difficult, and there was a reduction in gender 
equality despite the Constitution guaranteeing it 

• Some women gained opportunities for professional employment as 
engineers and doctors 

 
Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
 
 

 
 

6 
 

AO1 = 3 
 

AO2 = 3 
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Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

2.3 

 
Why did the Provisional Government become so unpopular in Russia? 
 
Explain two reasons. 
 
Level Marks Description 
3 7-9 

 
Demonstrates a developed response relating to causes/ 
consequences. Explains two reasons, which are directly 
linked to the issue in the question. 
 
Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanations. 
 

2 4-6 
 
 

 

Demonstrates a simple response relating to cause(s)/ 
consequence(s). Explains one or more reasons, which 
may be descriptive or implictly linked to the issue in the 
question.  
 
Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanations. 
 
Note: award Level 2 if response shows a combination 
of developed and simple explanations OR a single 
developed explanation only. 
 

1 1-3 
 

  

Demonstrates a basic response relating to cause(s)/ 
consequence(s). Explains one or more reasons, which 
may be general in nature or asserted 
 
Identifies some basic contextual knowledge and 
understanding that is relevant to the issue in the 
question. 
 

 0 No relevant content. 
 

 
 
Indicative content:  
 

• One of the key reasons for unpopularity was the failure to distribute land to 
the peasantry, which led to impatience and frustration.  

• The government lost authority. For example, it was undermined by Soviets 
which had increasing support 

• The continued participation in the First World War was unpopular due to 
military disasters. Desertion from the army was common. 

• The government failed to adequately distribute food to cities for starving 
workers 

• Lenin’s programme of ‘Peace, Land and Bread’ had broad popular 
support.  

• By contrast, Kerensky’s relied on Bolshevik support to suppress revolts 
 
Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
 

 
 

9 
 

AO1 = 5 
AO2 = 4 
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Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

2.4 

‘The main problem facing people in Russia during the Civil War was War 

Communism.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

 

Explain your answer with reference to War Communism and at least 

one other problem. 
 

Level Marks Description 

4 10-12 Demonstrates complex analysis of causes/ 
consequences. Explains the stated reason and at 
least one other reason, which are directly related to 
the issue in the question. 
 
Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge 
and understanding to support explanations in a 
substantiated line of reasoning. 
 
Evaluates the relative importance of the stated factor 
and other factor(s), leading to a reasoned 
judgement. 
 
Extends Level 3. 
 

3 
 

7-9 Demonstrates developed analysis of 
causes/consequences. Explains the stated reason 
and at least one other reason. These may be related 
to the issue in the question. 
 
Uses relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanations in a line of 
reasoning. 
 
Evaluation and judgement may show some simple 
reasoning. 
 
Note: award level 3 if response shows a combination 
of developed and simple explanations. 
 

2 4-6 Demonstrates simple analysis causes/ 
consequences. Explains the stated reason and/or 
other reason(s). These may be descriptive or 
implicitly linked to the issue in the question.  
 
Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanation(s) in a simple 
line of reasoning. 
 
Evaluation and judgement may be asserted. 
 
Note: award level 2 if response shows a single 
developed explanation only. 

 
 

12 
 

AO1/2 = 
12 
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1 1-3 Demonstrates basic analysis of cause/ 
consequence. Explains the stated reason and/or 
other reason(s) in a general or asserted way. 
 
Identifies some basic contextual knowledge that is 
relevant to the issue in the question, showing basic 
explanation(s) and reasoning 
 

 0 No relevant content. 

 
Indicative content:  
 

• War Communism enforced food requisitioning by Red Guards. This meant 
that any surplus food owned by the peasantry could be taken by the 
government 

• It led to food rationing and shortages. There was famine in the Volga and 
Ural River regions which lead to the deaths of millions of people. 

• Responses could also focus on harsh discipline and conditions for 
industrial workers, and the end of private ownership of factories and 
businesses. 

• Other problems facing people included the Red Terror, the activities of 
Cheka, and atrocities in areas of fighting during the Civil War  

• Responses could also focus on the impact Trotsky’s strict military 
discipline. The suppression of the Kronstadt rebellion/ sailors’ mutiny 
could alos be reference. 

• Evaluation and judgement may consider the relative impact of different 
factors, eg War Communism, conditions in industry and urban centres, 
secret police, Red Terror, Trotsky and the effects of military action 

 
Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
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Life in the USA, 1920-1968 

Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

3.1 

 

Identify three features of ‘the American Dream’. 
 
Award one mark for each relevant feature identified, up to a maximum of three 
marks. 
 
Indicative content:  
 

• Opportunity for all Americans to share wealth and increase their standard 
of living. 

• Based on the idea that it could be achieved by hard work and 
perseverance. 

• Prosperity was associated with house ownership, cars and material 
domestic goods. 

• Linked to post Second World War consumerism and economic boom. 
 
Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
 

 
 

3 
 

AO1 = 3 
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Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

3.2 

 
Explain one way in which the lives of Americans were affected by 
developments in entertainment during the 1920s. 
 
Level Marks Description 
3 5-6 Demonstrates a developed explanation of 

change. This is directly linked to the issue in the 
question. 
 
Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge 
and understanding to support the explanation. 
 

2 3-4 Demonstrates a simple explanation of change. 
This may be descriptive or implictly linked to the 
issue in the question.  
 
Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support the explanation. 
 

1 1-2 Demonstrates a basic explanation of change. This 
may be general in nature or asserted. 
 
Identifies some basic contextual knowledge and 
understanding that is relevant to the issue in the 
question. 
 

 0 No relevant content. 
 

 
 
Indicative content:  
 

• The 1920s saw increased opportunities for leisure time and greater car 
ownership 

• There was a boom in sports (particularly baseball and boxing), and 
increasing popularity and wealth 

• There was an expansion of cinematic industry. Movie stars and celebrities 
became influential and linked to changing fashions and morals 

• Radio ownership gave access to entertainment and contributed to societal 
change 

• The Jazz Age popularised dance and associated with the image of the 
flapper 

• Developments in entertainment drove social change. Eg the liberating 
effect on the young and women 

• Exposed contrasts in wealth and social attitudes. Eg a sense of rebellion 
against those who still held traditional values 

 
Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
 
 

 
 

6 
 

AO1 = 3 
AO2 = 3 
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Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

3.3 

Why was President Hoover so unpopular with many people in America 

during the Depression? 

 

Explain two reasons. 
 
Level Marks Description 
3 7-9 

 
Demonstrates a developed response relating to causes/ 
consequences. Explains two reasons, which are directly 
linked to the issue in the question. 
 
Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanations. 
 

2 4-6 
 
 

 

Demonstrates a simple response relating to cause(s)/ 
consequence(s). Explains one or more reasons, which 
may be descriptive or implictly linked to the issue in the 
question.  
 
Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanations. 
 
Note: award Level 2 if response shows a combination 
of developed and simple explanations OR a single 
developed explanation only. 
 

1 1-3 
 

  

Demonstrates a basic response relating to cause(s)/ 
consequence(s). Explains one or more reasons, which 
may be general in nature or asserted 
 
Identifies some basic contextual knowledge and 
understanding that is relevant to the issue in the 
question. 
 

 0 No relevant content. 
 

 
Indicative content:  

• The impact of the Depression on different groups affected his popularity. 
The Depression led to urban unemployment and rural poverty, and Hoover 
was blamed. 

• Hoover was associated with failing Republican policies such as laissez-
faire and rugged individualism. He was seen as a ‘do nothing’ President. 

• People lost faith in his promises that ‘prosperity is just around the corner’. 
• Hoover’s actions were attacked as too little, and the policy of tariffs 

appeared to worsen the Depression. 
• His personal reputation suffered; Bonus Marchers and blocking efforts to 

create jobs. 
• By contrast, with Hoover, Roosevelt’s election campaign offered hope, 

relief and a ‘New Deal’. 
 
Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
 

 
 

9 
 

AO1 = 5 
AO2=4 
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Question Answer 
Total 

marks 

3.4 

‘The Black Power Movement was the main reason why civil rights 

developed in the USA during the 1960s.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

 

Explain your answer with reference to the Black Power Movement and 

at least one other reason. 
 

Level Marks Description 

4 10-12 Demonstrates complex analysis of causes/ 
consequences. Explains the stated reason and at 
least one other reason, which are directly related to 
the issue in the question. 
 
Uses specific and relevant contextual knowledge 
and understanding to support explanations in a 
substantiated line of reasoning. 
 
Evaluates the relative importance of the stated factor 
and other factor(s), leading to a reasoned 
judgement. 
 
Extends Level 3. 
 

3 
 

7-9 Demonstrates developed analysis of 
causes/consequences. Explains the stated reason 
and at least one other reason. These may be related 
to the issue in the question. 
 
Uses relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanations in a line of 
reasoning. 
 
Evaluation and judgement may show some simple 
reasoning. 
 
Note: award level 3 if response shows a combination 
of developed and simple explanations. 
 

2 4-6 Demonstrates simple analysis causes/ 
consequences. Explains the stated reason and/or 
other reason(s). These may be descriptive or 
implicitly linked to the issue in the question.  
 
Uses some relevant contextual knowledge and 
understanding to support explanation(s) in a simple 
line of reasoning. 
 
Evaluation and judgement may be asserted. 
 
Note: award level 2 if response shows a single 
developed explanation only. 

 
 

12 
 

AO1 = 4 
AO2 = 8 
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1 1-3 Demonstrates basic analysis of cause/ 
consequence. 
Explains the stated reason and/or other reason(s) in 
a general or asserted way. 
 
Identifies some basic contextual knowledge that is 
relevant to the issue in the question, showing basic 
explanation(s) and reasoning 
 

 0 No relevant content. 

 
Indicative content:  
 

• The Black Power Movement advanced civil rights though a range of 
tactics, including protest, more assertive direct action and self-defence. It 
also developed social programmes, organised in communities and 
promoted cultural pride and identity.  

• Radical leaders such as Malcolm X gained support from those critical of 
the non-violent tactics endorsed by other civil rights organisations. 

• Encouraged those who led and participated in more aggressive tactics to 
force the government to advance civil rights 

• Responses could also focus on other factors, such as non-violent direct 
action or legal challenges and campaigns for voting rights, which led to 
important political changes (eg the Civil Rights Act, 1964) 

• Roles of key individuals such as Martin Luther King could also be 
explained for their influence in persuading important ordinary people to 
take action. Actions of ordinary people included sit-ins, boycotts, freedom 
rides, marches, rallies 

• Evaluation and judgement may consider the relative impact of different 
factors, eg violent protest, non-violent direct action, legal/court challenges, 
the roles of individuals 

 
Note:  
This indicative content is not exhaustive, other creditworthy responses should be 
awarded marks as appropriate. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


